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The second language acquisition viewed on gesture
LinaUchiyama', Yoshihiro Miyake™ and Nobuhiro Furuyama

Abstract- In this research, the role of the gesture in the speaker’s second language acquisition was
studied. The subjects are seven Portugeuse native speakers. They were divided into beginner, middle,
and master on the basis of Japanese Language Proficiency test. We use cartoon task about which they
talk to listener in Japanese, after they finish watching cartoon. We analyzed whether their behaviors
synchronize their speech, whether manner gesture and manner speech conform to path gesture and path
speech. As they acquire the second language, they can choose appropriate and advanced words. And
their intonation synchronize their gesture and the begining of their speech synchronize that of their

gesture.
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Fig.1 experimental system
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Fig.2 Beginnerl A:lntensity, B:Pitch, C:Position x, D:Position y
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Fig.3 Middlel A:Intensity, B:Pitch, C:Position x, D:Positiony
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Fig.4 Middlel A:Intensity, B:
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