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Information Processing in Physarum Plasmodium as Parallel Distributed Autonomous System
Yoshihiro MIYAKE, Masafumi YANO, Hiroaki TANAKA, Hiroshi SHIMIZU

Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of Tokyo

Abstract : Plasmodium of Physarum polycephalum, an apocyte without such a specially differenciated
nervous system, behaves in a well coordinated mannar even under a complicated circumstance.

In such a living, it has been proposed that oscillators mediated by chemical reactions may act as
information carriers and processors. In this study, we have investigated the mechanism of the
information processing in Physarum plasmodium. Structurally, it can be regarded as two-level
parallel distributed oscillators. In order to behave coordinately, it is necessary to circulate

the information between the two level, resulted in a organization of a relevant relation among the
oscillators. Then,the higher level oscillators encoding the information of the whole system enslave

the lower one to control such a decentralized autonomous system.

L BUdHK
1—-1 HHY

AMMEEEARE SRREEZRELZVWELLID
59, WHLHMEHET COHED THANTENNZ—V
BRT. AMFEOEWIZ. TO XD 2GHEANSL Z1THE
AR T 2 RBAERT ToOERLEEX BBz L T
5%

1—-2 ZEHE

D, Fig. 1 WiRT &9 REFBRAYET S, BF»5RHHE
L7 A—N\MBFEL, EXR27 A=K ZEMAEE

EMRSE (Physarum polycephalum) Z A O—FETH

&g o IRTER AR (plasmoudium) & IEXR, EXR L%
o TWBHETF2Fig. 2 RT, HROML, BRHO e R T

Lie eycle of typical Mysomyecse. From C. 1. Alesopeutcss and C. W. Mims (19771, Tmraducsory

CEEM Ry T BERIERL T 7 VR Fig.1

LTHY., TR L EBaE. EHNEHs

BlEEen Wt 2EE0EmTHE, Ll
EIEETEER B L. 7 7 VEIE AR & R U 7%
PEREMonTRBE TS, FRFELVERME FELL
enERtRic kLT, B, BT ART S LMo N
TW2 [1~5]. ko TERGFR. £k 5178
FEBR, oD EFHAEEROMR T TELNET
VR BEEXONS,

HUEBHNESR B7EERMRY 27 AHES — e
FHAIG34E 3A24E25H SRR et of sty o s - From Sty (7
+)F11 BEHLREAL 1-3-1 __

TEEE . 03-812-2111 [A] 4802



1—-3 A%
ECERERR A+ — b I—v (FH) &5 X B,
TEI AN REEY 2B %Fig. 3 a—3 c iRk,
— A S hREESEREEATEE N, FTH
FrEf 7 7 v ot RGIBTEAER T 7 v OFEEE
BoE X WY ERCBRENRGENEES LR, FRE
BAREFOmEEA S cnh b 1ol il d RIERREYT
HDrD, EROBERBETICS > TikED THEM 2
MBEILSHINZI kB, LrLEDLD RIGE
wh, 1{ECEAREBEAXE LTEELTWRZ DS,
e ABRAYL > CHEABLTVWSLEXDS
n3,

.

A:oatmeal

1 -4 RPEE

BRAC BT, B2 ~30 0@ ORIPEEH
BEIHhTWS [6~14], TEMAIZTBTL TH R
SEECRBTES T2 [15] 6, EHROER
BrroRsh Ttz eEzoh, £E HEAKS
BEETAHMEBER/NEEOI gy R Y P HBIEIETH
ZEVOHE [16] bH3, FRE—MEENTIEZRM
BEASEEEATNE [17, 18], XoTEEMA
2 BORB T ol S B WM AFHe LT
LHRBIENEREL 4B, BRERARE > TOHE
BESTFEULVWEEE, TEULLRWHEARFLT, %
NZRIREOFEESEA. BT zcL [19] MBS
DRz THED, EHERZENEFNOHEHIB I L T,
FREE L L OBk —EOMAEBEGISER L. KDiFx
UWE AN ED C e PHEshTWs [1 4,
20~22], ZhoDz e RERZRORDOK, VX
LR ENS QZEFENALERD» 6B E 1 3 W55k
MR TRY. ZREACHERLE TSN T, EELIEE
L TWSRZ R RETZHDOTH S,

1-5 HELHNE

TRk zy N — 8 EBRT 52 —Ruoo b RIFEE
HAEERAR % (plasmodium strand) &>, BRARE
Fig. 4R d & Wi b, AE (ectoplasm) e NE
(endoplasm) Wb L TwW3d, HERZVIROERE»
s ENF a—TROBELZE L, RERY VRIEE
BTHDFo—TAREMRELTWS, SEOEEEININAE
HIERIC X AAEER > TRERZEHH IS
h, ¥FHPC Lz omBAEEEX, KKTE Inn/F)
wHETAEEREERS AT [23, 24] . KK
Fig. SRART LI RK—KROERERZEETET = ¥ N —
KERSSOTEELTRE, HHOF = v N—KFEEE
EMEATF = v N—HRIBI BV TEREERE MM
iEIEX €5 L, HIMEILEL% 3 & A TERERES
TOEMPERASRFTH, T FnELZEHTREY
Bk [25] PHESNTWS, o THhKHBLE
Y X2 DEEER ENEOFERBERE S LHET
Y. AERGTRERTELRVWHDOLEEZI SN S, T
DT ERFHELEOMEIRHIEL T, BENKOHE. B
HETHELTWR L% ARETZ2HDTH 5,

PS PI LFL CFL PS PLS PIS FP

10.5 mm

The arrangement of actomyosin fibiils in the ectoplasm of plasmodial veins. No fibrils
are found in the endoplasm. CFC, circular fibrils, cross section; CFL. circular fibeils. longitudinal
section: ECC. cctoplasm, cross section: ECL., itudinal section; ENC.
cross section: ENL. endoplasm. longitudinal section: FP, filter paper: LFC, longitedinal fibrils. cross
section: LFL. inal fibeils. inal section; PI. invaginations: PIS. plas-
malemma invaginations, surface view: PL, plasmalemma; PLS. plasmalemma surfscc: PS,

ium: RFL. radial fibrils, longitudinal section. From Fleischer and Wohlfarth-Bottermann
(1975).

Fig. 4
> i PRASVAVANTLY
% I e AVAY I B
T AYY ER R AAAARERS
[ A% ' A 4 ;
* ‘] . n W\/\‘/\/\f\/ VYV VY

Y Y
“v\/\’/\mx\f‘ﬂ'ﬂ?’ﬂv"-ﬂ’"‘r’?’“‘f 4

Tioe toin)

£

]
11 pressure contRotLER

L

Yoshimoto and Kamiya (1978)

Fig. 5



1-6 Jét
LEXDHELWEFig. 63 Xd>, HE. WE
KENETNAKLET 2 & FRE 2R TRnMEE b
LTsY, TOMEEERAZEL CTHANCERLE N
B5DThWipeBEZ T, EE HE. NEBY V-5
BHRIEDEBMESSY, RBFES—FIL UL FEEL
BWEREBZRL W, ULAhULARERAZEEDEZTAT
BY, BELABLILSWDT, RELVIREBIBESE A
B WETEHMUTHEL =Hlik 7w, 22T, 234
H RETREALTY X2 2WETEBHULWERRE%
ER U, M EN % AW THESHLEGER BT 5@
AbLDEAFTIVARFARR, TTTRENGOHER
VR OWTHE L., &6 REEE L WD HHENITH
NE =Y RTEYOERDE R BT B R/EHIcO>NTE
8573,

HE. NEOREFRD
BEE L OMER OHEE 1 B

2. EBRZOER

2-1 HE RNEZREDT3HE

HAE0.4 ~0.6om OEMELEFig. 70U, EXT
UL—b Pl T 2x—%—0.2mn0 24 LT _ETh o EMRE
TREB, INRK LV EREROESFH0. 200 K{F
N3, BRWTHMNKERPK 1~ 2F[KET 3 L4
E, NEBREPEnREOIKCEZITL 3,

- OM
s | UEEgED | sp o
EC : ECTOPLASM AGAR GEL —
EN : ENDOPLASM 2004m
DM : DIALYSIS MEMBRANE
SP - SPACER Fig. 7

2 -2 EBNEERHE

Fig. 8 T &O R EEZEALELHBHEC 2y b
U, FTHIXoBEEEYE UTHEXK 3004x 2 AT
2, BENEETLESATEBLTRig. 9L T=
Z2—BESHh, Tox—EAE. NERHIGT 280
R7a bbb v aREEL, BRESCEELY A
JUa v a—RRRBLE, EALHREIRIEL FEE
URIEOE K ELMI K B0 H B RET TRIEL 2.
REHREGZFig. 10 ,11KRT ., HFEXEC, NEZN
TFET, T /={UtHE (PHASE DIFFERENCE) (FEC, ENFET
MErEbEWE—2s s i3, ToREELEAT
HoedbDTH 3,

>
=
w
=
)
=
=
=
=
s
=
=1
o
=
=
=
w
=
<<
=
=

PHASE DIFFERENCE(DEG)

TRANSMITTED LIGHT INTENSITY

PHASE DIFFERENCE (DEG)

PHOTO MONITOR
TRANSISTOR [ 2
/\___/'
EN -
MICRO EC
SCOPE | oy Aswionium
STRAND
T DIALYSIS MEMBRANE
e
RGAR
l /l; Y, l RECORDER
LIGHT

m
o

EN

Fig.8

¢ EN:enbopLASH

Fig. 9

.10

30
Fig.11

20
TIME(MIN)



2-3 EHoFzvd

TRERNERF 2 —TREEP R, ERFETES
LTH, RHEL UTHEShZEROBELTEZA
ERBEELESRATL KRS, UM UFig. l0RRT &
HRAE, NEOY X L0 —2 ORABEG K IZEE
EHMESERENS ., RUTig lIRRT EOKRAE
Y X0 — MRIFSBRENZ L&D, WELEL
THEE QP BT 24HEL» 60BN /N
T, MY X2 REMHERESLUTRIEEO TS L
Zx5n3%,

2-4 WENIAZ—DF v
BANEERDIERAELOZERSE ., MENS
FOaAaVIT+A—va VELRRYE, BEE{D200H
ArRBLTWRLEZ6NE, E65KLANEATRITER
CERBR &3, NEOZHWBEHOERXR LML 2., &
BEEEMTIAFv I V- TERELZIIEAREE
& BEZLRERBEOCRBEDI/LUTEHEZX NS
Fig.10, 11& IZIFEHOIREATRT. COZ L REEE
LOERBERBCAENT L ERLTWS, £REE
BHRBAEL ORBAEZ LTA3 L. NEDOE RN
EOv—7 L REBPEELDOZ A I VI BB LTNR
WZ kD, NERBFZEHNBEOEED /NS,
Lid-> T, SBXEELERFLLT. NI v
T7ar—varvElrRBI2b0LEXSN S,

3. EHAEAEORE

3-1 FBeHTINE NEOBBER
EHLBIC BT ZHE, NEOKX A F I ARKBLT
&, MEEEOE D EBRBREABRTZ LKLY, 2
DHEMNEBONZLEZONS, T2 TRESHIMD
TRAAXO—HICI02M ZVa—2 (§Fh) 252, B
20mmEf N 72 FEHBIM S I BWT LR FIETHE., RED
VX272 X UTHRIEL 2 IFE LNEFIIHLUTIRA
HoOBHESEL R LRI TRiNn S, 2 DBFig. 12
KRT &K, FVva—2#e k3EEH8Y 1ok x
THHBBUOANE T ESH, 2ORNECTELE
VXLHBEERALR, BEHET 2 TOEBMEM. @Y
XL RELZEPTERLTEY, oz tiBAE. A
HEREThETRELZERBFRELOSERENZ & 2L
RET 3, FRXBENREARITY Xok LTHEFD
KB FREN LU TERYREBTESO, thdr ol
BEREET 2 WHIRERESFHEN S,

" Wew
o S
£
=
5§EuwVVVVUUUUVV&N”NMvw“““N“VV%AAN
gw- \/ﬂ/\—-
. i b
R - |
4282 \/ ; ]
T S_ / 1
= L L
2 = T = =
E 1 1 1 L
EE o 1l0 20 30 40 50
TIME(MIN
(i Fig.12

3-2 WHKkBIT2Y X20EHEEEMN
FERREBEREIEA LT, CCTRABERBITS
)Xo QERGERMERARTHRE, Fig. 13RFT 22
DEATOEBR%ITR27, ARRERN o QXA
2EBKHHESEXBE. NEY X2 0OFHEIBO R
i TOLE%ERT. BRIESHIImnDOERIERD—HHD
Tmm WHIBE S X 2B, $20nnBEE N o {hiR TRIF ORI
ExRITR>RERERT. BBIZI02H V-2,
6 X102M KCl D2 X AW, ZOHRATREE.
SOMELRD, IFELWRHF (Fra—2) TiEH
B, FELLR2WEMLE (KCL) TRERESERE N,
REL., BTRZNVI—IADPEOHEHBEBETORE
A SERENR, Lo THHIR TRABERELST 2
BEOHERM K REMIZEE N ZTHEMESDZ., 20
CERNHEERSFRETOY X20EMEEE . Bi0X
INEFRCARTFE L NS EET AL 2ERLUTS
D, TSRV XLMTOBEHOEELREE NS,

2 O:I-
A B A I
B QT...
' =
Tc.1 = ]

Tot MEAN PERIOD BEFORE STIM.
T ¢ MEAN PERIOD AFTER STIM.

G : GLU

K : KCL

C : CONTROL
o]

n= a
6 K ¢C 6 K C Fig.13

3-3 WHEANTHIEORERSFZY X0
XALFIT R
TRARSBEA—FI—L (174)) 2#5x3%L. 20
THFEOSED THAOCRET 2 @ T TRAR
e TZTRERZOOXRBRXIEARLET, T0BER
KBIBHE, NEOHY X2%2T7Hebbe THET

—_ 34_



2 rizky), BHANEHAERRX AR, BT
IommDEFAR R 2 EX ECKBHKE T 2 &, Fig.l4a
DEIENWTNrDOEAT 7> (FAN ZERLTET
%, 2D EFig.14b XS KE (TAIL) fllkc102M &
WIa—2ADEXEE 2, £ORKENE%%E L THEH
07 D 2ETHE, NEDOY XLRUT 7 vl
DM ETIE. FEEEEREORE A ERCHIE L
. HWRO—fFI%Fig. 15K RT, FERXPFLOVIEEEISIE
ZRULTWS, & RBPEBNEE ST ERE 2 &+ —
N=—T7o—[[lDrkDANNKETGEDR L3P, &
M, (IAHCBEL TR ZTh EBRR<BITTE %, 0%
FTRHEBI OB VWO TEMER%ZFiIg. 161X
To THEART NI A X — (NET FLOW) ZHEIHMEK
ISR EXRBIFRHERES LD T, EEOITH
BLrEMMEHET 2 L REIRALTHS, £TITHE
(NET FLOW) wBEL TIZ%IMAT. £M& (L) ThHor
B, HEEBHNA0 0 bRV THOMELET 2HENEE
U, TO%HBAL. & (R) AMTEHFEREEL TW3,
WREY XL DOFHEHR (MEAN PERIOD) 1, FIATIRE
EONE, NEHZIFIF-RLTWRH, {TEELMER
BNWTRANBRAONE, ANE (REC, REN) RO FEHIBRI D
ANE (LEN) BT va— 2§l & 2ERMY XoT—%
L. FERIBIEI DS E (LEC) 7243 ASHI AT & FIELE TR E
LTW3, 2O®BTHHEREETIRLSY X2 P EER
LTW3, {yf8Z (PHASE DIFFERENCE) Tid. FIBETR
OIS REE®RIIAES T OE/MIEM%K (REN/LEN)
B, LEBEIE 2 > T3, TEEFEECEN TR, ¥
S5&EHZHOD, IR RIERI O LA & DM A
Ronz, UEXOARHBMITY Xo LTEESH,
NERP TR IF 2 EFWEEERAZNALT. REF
KV XL BT 2 ERMKPRENSEHR U, JERIBIERGL
OHERETONEDORENTEENZ B RENT,
FRTPHRECELE > TLEEERKERTZ L X0,
AE. WEME ) X2 THHERE BB B 21EH%
HoTWBEFRENS, BrethThoELIOER
ESWTHNER2ENREHERY. AERIB/ERE
Ho TWBA[REMEN B B,

T T T T T T T T

UL UL AR A U A
VG

—

FLOW

TRANSMITTED LIGHT INTENSITY
5 B

VY GLU

NET FLOW

180+ b

[ie]
o
T

. REC/REN

4 A
O o ® O
000 000
LR B

&-90,
-180
180

PHASE DIFFERENCE (DEG)
EN/LEN

C/LEN
©O
oo

=-90r
=180

130

’é L
2l I
E |
g o —— wnlil
§1°°'s553 25z a SEEZg
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 0 80 90
TIME(MIN)
Fig.16
3—-4 Ft®

LEDHRr LB LRDII RS,

(1) A&, WEREZZHRPFREBRL. HoRNE
RETRIZ. REBEEERRCEEOX/NER KK
BFELREEFRHOESHMEN D S,

(2) HERBIBIRY 2L L LTESSh, NERBTFE
KHIFZERBEERENLT, VX2kBT2ERN
BRRESNECERL., FHEBHREOABETRNEDNY
ZaEEEN S,

(3) btk o@iRi, BRAOTHRERRECS
F B EHRIB RIS TWBATREM A H 3,

— 35_



4. B

LUkeds o TERAOERLIE I B3 24580F. BER
KR ERNABAR THBHEShZ VWO LT
HH. Fig. 171w T 2-level model DEXd>kFLDoOHN
2, EFVOHEE LT, BB LSS HGKRE TR
THH.
a)level 2 3MHEKABYL., REFHIC I REMBEE
ARUIEMFHELIERSS 5,
b)level 113, HEKAHLL, AESF VHTHILHRHR
3EZEXONBDOT, EEMELEREZREY %,
ESHKR2ODMKERIT., FEH T L kAT CABEE
AOBFEHET 3,

Dk E,

i) M REBEIISMS T L iclevel 1 DIRE)F
F0Y X s (BAoEHR) L LTEESH, LA
level 2DIRBFRANGEETNS,

ii) level 20V XL DRIEMABE ARV T DX
M O(BEAM) #BULT. level 2k, XA ShRE
B FIREE (A HER) SERT .

iii) level 2 DIRBFRORE (LEHRKEHER) 2.
LFIEgclevel 1 DIREBFROZHRS DY Lo (B
1E4) T4 —FKNv &3,

EW) B OLFIWERYARLET. BRSSO
Z2HbNLEZOND, D& REEHEHLIET LY
AL 2EOBEMNRED., 6K FOHERNBELR
THZEOBMESABR S NBAMSELZO0TH 2. &
K. ZREOLIKEDERRZY A X A HmD THIT—
RBECETE<EHT L > T, ZORERTORERRI
DX BB TEENSRTREYT 2407 5
2AbV—vas vEEMEE, 20— XRFEHRESES
DRRERZHDTH A D,

2-LEVEL MODEL

IN I

LEVEL 1 |;] D I_—_IH- ...... Hg

out

Euvmunmzur |

 LONG RANGE & ASYMMETRICAL INTERACTION
: SHORT RANGE INTERACTION
Fig.17

|
D  OSCILLATOR
=

«

SEIHR

1) Coman,D.R. (1340) Arch Pathol,29,220

2)Carlile,M.J.(1870)J.Gen.Microbiol.,

63,221

3) Ueda,T.,Terayama,K.,Kurihara,K., Kobatake,Y.

(1875) J.Gen.Physiol.,

85,223

4)Knowles,D.J.C.,Carlile,M.J. (1978)

J.Gen.Microbiol.

108,17

5)Ueda,T.,Kobatake,Y. (1882) Cell biology of Physarum and
Didymium,Vol.1,pp 111-143,Academic Press,New York

6) Kamiya,N. (1950) Cytologia, 15,194

7) Kamiya,N. (1970) Proc.Japan Acad.,46,1026

8) Wohlfarth-Bottermann,K.E. (1875)

7.Pflanzenphysiol.,

76,14

9) Samans,K.E.,Gotz von Olenhusen,K., Wohlfarth-

Bottermannn,K.E. (1878) Cell Biol.Int.Repts.,

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)
16)

= e
o W oo =
= = =~

21)
22)
23)

24)
25)

2,271
Yoshimoto,Y.,Matsumura,F. ,Kamiya,N. (1981)

Cell Motility, 1,433
Yoshimoto,Y.,Sakai,T.,Kamiya,N. (1981)

Protoplasma, 109,158
Nakamura,S.,Yoshimoto.Y.,Kamiya,N. (1982)
Proc.Japan Acad., 58,270
Akitaya,T.,Hirose,T.,Ueda,T.,Kobatake,Y.

(1984) J.Gen.Microbiol., 130,549

Ueda,T. Matsumoto,K.,Akitaya,T.,Kobatake,Y. (1386)
Exp.Cell Res.,162,486

Takeuchi,U.,Yoneda,M. (1977)J.Cell Sci., 26,151
Satoh,H.,Ueda,T.,Kobatake,Y. (1982)

Cell Struct.Funct., 7,275
Grebecki,A.,Cieslawska,M. (1378) Cytobiologie, 17,335
Yoshimoto,Y.,Kamiya,N. (1978) Protoplasma,$5,89
Durham,A.C.H. ,Ridgway,E.B. (1976)J.Cell Biol.,
Hejnowicz,Z.,Wohlfarth-Bottermann,K.E. (1980)
Planta,150,144
Matsumoto,K.,Ueda,T.,Kobatake,Y. (1986)
J.Theor.Biol.,122,339
Tanaka,H.,Yoshimura,H. Miyake,Y.,
Nagayama,K.,Shimizu,H. (1987) Protoplasma, 138,98
Kamiya,N. (1950) Cytologia, 15,183
Kamiya,N.,Kuroda,K. (1958) Protoplasma, 49,1
Yshimoto,Y.,Kamiya,N. (1378) Protoplasma,95,111

69,218

Imaizumi,J.,



